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Born in Hangchow, Chikang, China in 1949, and received his

Masters in Architecture degree from the University of Pennsylvania

in 1975 Lecturer and Associate Professor at the Department of

Architecture, Tunghai University. 1975-91, Established C. C. Chao

Architects & Planners in 1982 Visiting associate Professor at the
Department of Architecture, Chungyuan University, 1955 till now.
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Chien-Chung Chao 4f i ¥

A PROFILE OF MR. HAN

For the great occasion of Mr. Han's 70th birthday, Chao-lee Kuo
notified us about preparing a few congratulatory writings. Thinking
back to 1967 when Mr. Han first returned to Tunghai University to
serve as chairman of the architecture department, to 1975 when |
returned to Tunghai as a fulltime faculty member for two years, and
later from 1978 to 1981 when | was the chief designer at Hankwang
Architects. Our close relation spans 15 long years. Hence | thought it
make a great sense for me to write something about Han for that
period.

When Mr. Han came back to Tunghai (he was a lecturer before)
as chairman, he was only 33 years old. He had not been married long,
had a slender figure, wore glasses with thick black frames , with a
narrow plain-colored tie, and often walked by as if deep in thought;
during conversations his expression would be solemn, many students
were afraid of speaking to him, and he constantly lamented that
students would pass by without greeting him.

At the time Mr. Han's arrangement for the architecture
department was as follows: In 1967 when we were freshmen in college,
You-sui Wang returned from abroad to teach basic design; during our
second year, Ti-fu Wang and Zhe Zhuang (only for painting course)
returned to teach; Tsu-yuan Lee, Chang-ling Hua and her husband
Dillingham arrived during our third year. In addition to Zhao-hui Hu,
Chi-kuan Chen, and Jin-tong Wang etc. who were already in the
school (those mentioned above were all full-time teachers). For an

architecture department with a capacity of only 12-18 students per
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class, this was a remarkable faculty group, and students of our years
were extremely fortunate to have encountered such fine teachers.

Aside from being department chair, Mr. Han also taught Chinese
and Western architectural history, as well as design courses for
seniors. Mr. Han would be very focused when he taught architectural
history, I remember his thought would be interrupted each time a
tardy student opened the door; when more students came in late, Mr.
Han would disapprovingly comment that “late students shall not
bother coming to class". In terms of design classes for my second and
third year, | was somehow wandering between following the
instructor's opinions and insisting my own scheme, and couldn't
obtain better grades. However, in the later half of my third year, with
Mr. Han in charge of the class, there came a big difference. Mr. Han
usually did not change students' drawings by hand (even when he did
on occasion, his drawings would seem deliberately sketchy) so as not
to influence students this ideas. When dealing with a student's
immature concept or scheme, he would neither expressed approval nor
showed a clear solution, until the diligent students proposed a better
scheme or the rest of the students kept avoiding him.

Mr. Han's methods for teaching design classes were more or less
like what I've described, but a much better one for me. After a number
of attempts and communications, my thought of design seemed to
suddenly open wide, Mr. Han is actually the teacher who initiated me,
and to whom | am deeply indebted! Later on , | kept teaching design
studios continuously for almost 30 years at Tunghai, Tamkang, and
Chung Yuan Universities, roughly using the methods that Mr. Han
taught us at the time. However, from time to time on encountering

some students who just couldn’t think out some workable schemes, |
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would unavoidably give a few pointers according to their very rough
ideas

In those days architectural education was still in a fledgling
stage, the number of Chinese related books could be counted by just
ten fingers, Although there were many English books, everyone was
not up to that level. Under these circumstances | found that talking to
Mr. Han was the fastest and most direct way to learn things. Back
then, even though we may be disturbing the Han's family, sometimes
after dinner both Chung-ping Wang and | (later with Dai-wen Chang
added on), would courageously saunter to the teachers' dormitory area
and knock on Mr. Han's door. His expression always looked as if he
was left with no alternative, but as soon as we got started on a topic,
his words would pour out and he seemed very much envigorated.
Sometimes when we talked until 11 or 12 p.m. we would repeatedly
yawn whereas Mr. Han would not look weary at all (Mrs. Han and
children of course were already slept). Later, we secretly gave Mr.
Han the nickname “passive agitator”.

"Jury” sessions has always been a major event in the architecture
department, at the time, the entire fourth year students added up to no
more than 50, Mr. Han did his best to attend jury for each year and
hence knew the teachings of the design classes for the various years
very well. During Juries, he usually did not easily voice his opinion,
but when he did, he was always able to get to the main points directly.
Students from the lower grades revered Mr. Han's impressive bearing
from very early on. That was a time where no barriers existed within
the entire department. Up to this day | can vaguely remember how Mr.
Han's fervor, the concentration in his eyes, and touching words,

ignited our enthusiasm towards architecture.
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Mr. Han once said that his system of thought was developed
roughly before he was 30 years old.

The essays that he wrote in earlier years for magazines such as
The Louver and Chien Chu Bimonthly were later anthologized in the
Spiritual Dimensions of Architecture. Other issues and topics from
the architectural discussion elective for four-year students were
later continually organized and published in Environment and Form
magazine. During that time, these 2 publications attracted the earnest
attention of all the young students from all over Taiwan who had
interests in architecture. Even though running the magazines were
extremely difficult, their influence was considerably extensive. In
that period of time, the Tunghai architecture department was like a
magnet, attracting a succession of exceptional graduates from other
schools such as Chu-joe Hsia, Yung-hung Huang, Chao-lee Kuo etc, to
come to Tunghai to teach or to be teaching assistants.

In 1975 I returned to Taiwan after studying abroad, and became a
full-time faculty member at Tunghai. At that time, Mr. Han was
roughly in his early 40's, his body was now more stout, his
complexion rosy, his hair longer and more disheveled. He wore
lightly tinted dark green glasses, colorful ties, frequently wore vests,
and even wore purple socks at times. Mr. Han at the time exuded the
temperament of a handsome scholar. As | interacted with the students
more closely | discovered that for many students "Mr. Han" had
become a constant subject of conversation for the students: from his
attire, the way he spoke, even to how he taught etc, And Mr. Han's
interaction with the students also visibly changed. | remember that at
the time Mrs. Han(Chung-hsin Hsiao) often remained in the States to

handle citizenship things, while Mr. Han stayed in Taiwan alone. Not
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long after, Kun-yen Deng arrived Tunghai as an auditor, and gradually
began going to Mr. Han's residence to help him lake care of
everything thus beginning their disciple-master relationship for
almost 30 years. At the time the new department building was under
construction Mr. Han assigned me to supervise the construction.
Actually | lacked the requisite experience in structure and
construction at that time and indeed I was not qualified. | remember
one thing where Mr. Han and | had a different opinion: The new
building's design was arranged in descending order according to
studios from senior students to first year students (the section of the
building was somehow like Harvard's School of Design, but not under
a big sloped roof) . At the end of the first floor, there was a large lawn
outside (at the time the service road was not built yet). I thought it
would be a great idea that all the students from different level could
look out at the lawn was good for them to rest their eyes when they
were not working, and suggested Mr. Han to change the entire long
solid end wall into some large windows instead. Unexpectedly, he did
not express approval, and claimed: “students wanted to see any
scenery, they could just walk outside to see it .“ Later on he
reluctantly agreed to add two narrow windows by each column. There
was another time when | visited his home at night, while he was home
alone. After knocking the door and heard a response, | entered the
house but couldn't find him anywhere. Later, | finally found him in a
small confined room; he was trying to find suitable slides for an
article he was writing, with a small radio playing Western hits on the
side. From these two things | discovered that Mr. Han always worked
with undivided attention, and he doesn't enjoy to be in an open and

expansive space-a glass house like Mies' would have been intolerable
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for Mr. Han!

One thing that was particularly interesting to us about Mr. Han
was his inability to complete some of the most trivial things, which
also became one of his fascinating qualities. Yi-gong Ma, who is now
a Committee member of the Control Yuan , is also an architecture
graduate. In the summer of one year (between 1975-80), after being
coaxed by us who were all close to Han, she proposed to cook a
special dinner for us including Mr. Han, provided that "Mr. Han
agrees to do the dishes." A festive affair that featured gourmet food
and good wine thus ensued. After so many years, 1 really cannot
recall all of the dishes, but one I do remember was a bowl of
chrysanthemum flower and yellow croaker soup.

Starting from our year in 1971, Tunghai's thesis projects became
a major event for the architecture department. Mr. Han (basically
using a design methodology) requested that each student propose an
architectural question, and propose objectives and strategy relating to
the question . However, how many students during that time would be
able to think up any architectural questions? Therefore setback and
torment shortly followed. A few years later, both the students and
teachers were all in torment, hence once | heard Mr. Han sighed and
said that he should probably teach graduate school students instead
undergraduates. | remembered that in the fall of 1975, De-gian Hou,
Mei-mei Zhang and classmates of their year (going to be in their 4th
year) planned a birthday party for Mr. Han, who was alone in Taiwan
then. That was a short time when students and Han got along
harmoniously, Mr. Han even wrote a column (specially arranged for
him weekly) titled "Birthday Cake" in the United Daily News. This

class of students therefore thought that they would then not have to
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worry about their thesis projects too much. But after breezing through
one semesters, they later realized that the "nightmare” was
unavoidable, and a few said that Mr. Han was callous. In reality, Mr.
Han clearly separates his public and private interests; he wouldn't
concern with such matters as this. Some years later, His-ming Bai and
a few other classmates, after graduation, did real estate in Taichung
with impressive results, and he told me that "Mr. Han's methodology"”
really came in handy.

Tunghai had yet to establish a graduate school for architecture
(not until 1980). Around Spring of 1977, Mr. Han was making
arrangements to leave Tunghai, to take the position as Dean of School
of Engineering in Chunghsing University. He said that he had already
offered his best ten years to Tunghai, it should be time for him to
leave. At the time | wanted to take some pictures for him as a
keepsake, but | coincidentally also had a bet with Su-su Zhang (to
take a picture of Han embracing a lion sculpture outside the
Elementary School of Tunghai University). Hence one day when he
was about to get of from work, | first suggested to take some pictures
of him with the department building, followed by some candid
pictures on campus. When we passed by the bus stop in front of the
faculty residential neighborhood (where he usually turned right to go
home), | suddenly suggested to take some pictures of the elementary
school garden for him so that he could mail it to the States for his
children, and he obliged immediately. Once the pictures were
developed, they were a big success, not only were there lions, there
were even Han's photos with elephants, giraffes...the whole lot. Thus
Su-su Zhang honored the bet and invited all of the teachers in the

department to a full roast duck meal in Taichung.
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At the end of 1978, | started working at Hankwang Architects; |
remember that the firm was located at Fu-Jing Street, alley 359, on
the fifth floor, where two apartments were combined into one. There
were about 6-7 colleagues, the drafting tables were mostly on the left
side where both Kun-yen Deng and | worked. As Mr. Han was very
busy after becoming Dean, his younger brother Yin-de Han (whom we
addressed as Han Jr. 10 distinguish from Mr. Han) handled
administration work. Han Jr. was an affable person and an excellent
structural designer, he once boasted "as long as a model can be made
of the building, the matching structural design can always be built®.
Mr. Han would routinely come into the firm on Saturday mornings, to
understand the overall progress of each case and to instruct on related
affairs. Normally for each project he had an initial concept, and later
either via sketches or verbally to direct either Kun-yen Deng or | to
carry out the works. Maybe it existed differences in our background
and interests, generally speaking, | would handle cases with modern
forms whereas Kun-yen would handling cases with more traditional
Chinese forms. Later there was another group handling projects
dealing with the restoration of historic buildings. Although Mr. Han
was busy, he was always capable of multi-tasking; for example he
would write essays for his columns on trains (between Taipei and
Taichung), and sometimes editorials, and even propose such projects
as "Research on the Unique Style of Taipei City” etc. He may be busy,
but never appeared hurried outwardly, which is undoubtedly related to
his personality, but also because he was always amply prepared and
able to make use of his time suitably.

I was at Mr. Han's firm for three and a half years, apart from the

Chungshan University Design Competition; I mainly participated in
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three cases. The second building for the United Daily News took the
longest time. The original design was like a new burn building with
some free-standing concrete frame to match the exact old building's
facade, it was accepted and we almost finished the design
development, But after half year the client said they didn’t read like it.
So in the shortest time possible, we developed six to eight different
schemes for a new exterior (the plan was already decide because all
the problems were solved), amongst which the curves surface one that
| proposed was finally accepted. | remember or day when Mr. Han
told me that he attempted to draw some different curves, but admitted
what | drew were still slightly better, which made me very much
pleased; but this also showed that Mr. Han always uses time to think
about things, even if it was just a curve.

The second project was the Building for Public in General
Hospital for Militaries. The hardest part about this site was that its
depth was roughly three times of its width, and that the depth was
more the east-west direction. the north side of the site (also the width
of it) in facing Dingchow Road where the main entrance would be
there. This project allowed me to acquire considerable knowledge
regarding hospital design, and as Mr. Han cannot tolerate the
monotony in my sketches, which made the final design with a more
interesting flood plan. My early student and a very talented designer,
Ning Tang, assisted me in determining the ideal angle to block the
sunlight penetrating through the numerous west-facing windows.

The third project was the Changhua Cultural Center, also the
mare project for Hankwang Architects to shift its western exteriors to
a more local style. From the early 1970s, Mr. Han started to pay

greater attentions to traditional architecture. from conducting
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investigative surveys and proposing restoration plans. To transfer this
understanding towards local architecture to the firm’s projects was a
natural adjustment. When the project was first started, the scheme
that Mr. Han handed over to me was already pretty in shape. What |
did in major was to add an encircling public corridor (Facing the
square atrium) to link all the different rooms by slightly adjusted the
span between columns (which I thought was very important), and
namely to refine the two projecting side wings facing the main plaza.
This project involved many structural techniques that we had to pay
extra attention to, which wouldn't be possible without Han Jr. An-guo
Lee, one of my first students and a very sensitive designer, helped
handle the fagade details and Kun-yen helped with the interior design
of the auditorium. When the project was completed, the results were
very successful and it was later awarded the 1983 Award of Taiwan
Architect Magazine.

I remember that during those few years the firm arranged a tour
around the whole island for all the employees, lodgings along the way
were a few of the China Youth Corp's Activity Centers designed by
Hankwang Architects. During a days' car ride down to Kenting, the
weather turned really hot, everyone started to taking off layers of
clothing, and | suddenly saw an interesting sight; Mr. Han and Mrs.
Han were walking side by side, and Mrs. Han had her hands full with
clothing and camera, whereas Mr. Han had a pipe in one hand and the
other one placed behind his back as he slowly walked. | think of this
to be unrelated to any chauvinistic inclinations; Mr. Han's thoughts at
the time had perhaps merely gone far beyond the level of clothing and
cameras.

The writings above are about things occurred approximately
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when Mr. Han was between 33 and 58. In a blink of time, twenty years
have passed; | attempted to recall Mr. Han's "Temps Perdu” through
old books and pictures, only afraid that | have fallen short. Over these
few years, | visit Mr. Han at most once a year. Despite unruly streaks
of white in his hair, he remains in good spirits, and he has long
donned a long robe, with a quality of a Chinese old saying: "returning
to original life”. Mr. Han's influence on both the architectural and
cultural field of Taiwan is just too great, this essay of mine is just a
small piece of work, and | believe that there are many more essays
that can document his contributions. In hope of days everlasting, |

wish Mr. Han a future filled with all the substance and contentment.
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Understanding Le Corbusier

Recently there is an intense exhibition of Le Corbusier’s works
at Taipei City Museum of Art, Between grand urban plans for Paris.
Villa Savoye, and Chapel of Notre Dame du Haut at Ronchamp though
some are less praised than others, | cannot bear to rebuke this great
mine for visions.

Le Corbusier’s works are often moving and exceeds expectations
the same time. The farm, space, maternal and light presented in his
architecture marks a hard high for contemporaries to surmount. He is
the Brahms, Picasso of architecture. Le Corbusier was a painter,
sculptor writer and also an architect. Many of his works were
accompanied by articles, and he was always prepared to respond to
reactions that it brought up. Le Corbusier was an active artist in the
20’s to 30’s. His books include Towards a New Architecture and more
than ten others which recognizes his admirable productivity.

There are quite a few article published about Le Corbusier and
his work, It may be due to the fact that everyone perceives and
conceives differently. I myself can still feel vividly the shocks and
feeling aroused when | visited his works twenty something-years ago,
especially those categorized as “Brutalism”. This is why, | cannot but
putting them in words as an outlet of these lasting emotions.

The Chapel on Notre Dame du Haut at Ronchamp

I arrived at Paris for some time and could not wart to aboard the
train headed east to Belfort where | spent the night at a youth hostel.
The second morning | took the slow train to Ronchamp. It took a ten
minute walk through a road lined by trees to find the Ronchamp.

Sited on a hill sloped gently, there is an open area where the

chapel. Stands amongst the woods. The visitor encounters the
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southern facade when approaching, seeing the colored enamel
entrance door, the overhanging roof, the thick wall to the south with
windows of various size and shape. This heavy wall not only gives the
chapel a primitive simplicity that of a stone cave but also casts light
into the interior,

The other spectacular facade to the east expresses Cubism in a
three dimensional construct a curved wall, a rectangular altar
supported on pilotis(facing the masses seated on the lawn in fair
weather), a small choir cantilevering from the second floor, a
concrete bench, figures cast in the walls, a statue of Mary with baby
Jesus in her arms that escaped the bombing of World War Two is
placed in a concrete box at the east wall.

These seemingly Irrelevant concrete objects of rough or fine
texture perform dramatic effects as the sun shifts! Le Corbusier’s
talent for sculpture is then revealed. Alike his words describing the
Acropolis, There is nothing excess that can be taken away, and
nothing extra could be added either. What remains are elements that
can closely interact with each other, which work together to play a
solemnly stirring brass composition. The entire chapel could be
viewed as a sculpture with absolute perfection that nothing more need
to be done. The profound layers at light and shade make color seem to
be unnecessary.

But Le Corbusier has not over looked color. He used primary
colors for the units to the south and for the windows of the south
facade he used sketches of flowers, plants, birds, stars, of just writing
La men(ocean) on a piece of blue window pane. The interior is
lightened with glaring colors that appears to be a more primitive,

more absolute religious spirit. As people face the altar the beams of
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light dazzles their sight from be hind the Mary and baby Jesus statue.
Together with the colorful rays of light cast from the south faced into
the chapel moves me like the moon and stars.

In the spacious chapel it is quite interesting that the few bulked
benches take up only a small part of the interior, To my own
explanation an unoccupied space achieves a better sense of religion
than a chapel packed with believers. It is also a wiser design in terms
of spatial composition. The cement floors are segmented according to
the golden ratio and gradually, elevates towards the altar forming a
subtle tension between the two.

It could be the dim interior and the curved wall that causes a
mysterious effect, placed inside this chapel, feel as if | was among an
open field at dusk feeling tranquil and peaceful. There are three other
small altars(or prayer rooms) at the west and north side of the chapel,
each of which has a towered roof gathering light from the north, east,
and west. The flooding rays of light coming from above fills the
spaces with divinity, so that even the noisiest person would quite
down when in that space.

There was quite a lot of debate about this chapel. A modernist
surprisingly turns around and plays the game of manipulating form.
Many architects who received a rational architectural education were
ill at ease. In the words of Charles Jencks, "the metaphoric natural of
it is hard to pin down: all sorts of images seem to imply the headscarf
of a nun, a stem, gesture of praying-but not at all alike at the same
time. It seems that each form has a certain mysterious meaning but the
codes are lost." On the other hand, the Ronchamp is indeed the
catalyst for new expressionism.

It has been nearly thirty years since | have been there. But Le
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Corbusier's work has an eternal quality to it. I can not help but
thinking that "light" and "composition" are the two elements that
make this chapel so distinctive. Light belongs to the sculptor,
composition belongs to the painter, and the architect often thinks he
has both; but only Le Corbusier can reach such high levels. This
explains why some of Le Corbusier's planes and masses come together
in peculiar ways but always reaches aesthetic beauty.

Couvent Sainte-Marie-De-La Tourette

If we say that Chapel of Notre Dame du Haut presents an
unchained inspiration, the Couvent Sainte-Maria-De-La Tourette then
must present a composed deliberation. Generally speaking, the reason
why most people prefer Chapel of Notre Dame du Haut is due to its
elegant and unique form. But for me, having worked in the
architectural circle for years, Chapel of Norte Dame du Haut is a
stroke of genius which is not imitable; Couvent de La Tourette, on the
other hand, is the architectural classic that is chasable and imitable
just like Chinese calligraphy.

I still remember that it was the train from Lyon(located in
middle-southern France) to L’Arbresle took me to La Tourette. After
arriving at L'Arbresle, it took me another one-hour mountain climbing
to reach the monastery. That was such a pilgrimage for a poor student
studying abroad at that time. Along the way, small villages,
country-folks in artless cloth, and a building which was said to be the
headquarters of La Tourette(belonged to Dominican Black Robe
Society) , were passing by. Climbing up a steep slope and facing to a
north-south straight road , finally | addressed myself within Le
Corbusier's design. Along the straight road were trees as high as a

three-or four level building, and at the end of the road were the bell
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tower (fixed in a concrete box) performing in the spaces between
twigs, and the fine cross. That might not be such an elegant form, but
it definitely made viewers deeply impressed. Maybe, it was so called
"ingenious device looked dull™.

Walking closer, a six-level high, huge concrete church affiliated
to Couvent de La Tourette was standing in front of me, which was
precisely expressing Charles Jencks's word, "Defensive , unconcerned,
and retreated, However it shows the frank and bold
characteristic. "Walking forward and turning right to the entrance,
here | faced five curved chambers(used for reception rooms and
souvenir vending) and an iron door where | was not allowed to move
forward. One old lady told me that disturbance was not accepted in
the convent. This was what dampened my enthusiasm after | hardly
climbed the mountain in the burning summer of 1974.

Couvent de La Tourette is located on a vast and boundless slope ,
and unlike other traditional monasteries, it has no enclosing walls.
The slope is declining from east to west. The building is forming a
san-ho-yuan-shape on the eastern, western, and southern sides; on the
other hand, the chapel is on the northern side. | had walked around the
building, crossed the thin colonnade under it, and surprisingly | had
entered the grassy courtyard. While | was intoxicated in my break-in,
| suddenly discovered the iron doors leading to the courtyard were
still closed. Although | was in the core of the monastery, | was still
rejected by it! That kind of depressing feeling | had was really
surpassing description. Then, an idea jumped to my mind that "no
entering , no leaving” was exactly what a convent deserved. The
spatial myth consciously or unconsciously created by Le Corbusier

got the admiration from me, a twenty-plus-year-old young man at that
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time In 1985, | visited La Tourette again after my old friend Chao-li
Kuo told me the monastery was providing staying service, With the
prior experience of climbing mountain, this time | rent a car from
Lyon, drove directly to La Tourette, and in about one hour, I was
addressed in the parking lot of the monastery. The same old lady
helped me check in and then | moved into the small chamber
originally designed for single monk. In the chamber were a bed, a
desk, and a closet(with public bathroom), even inferior to college
dormitories in Taiwan. But on the other hand, it exactly showed the
simple life of monks. That night, other visitors (most were
architecture-majored students from all over the world) and | dined
with the monks. There was one monk at each table and there were
only six or seven monks in total. I was so sad to discover that this
monastery, originally designed for hosting one hundred spirits by Le
Corbusier, was in such a depression. The dinner included
southern-French mashed-potato meatballs , bread, and red wine. The
monks were humorous and also broad and profound in learning,
different from the reticent stereotype, therefore expressed the
definitely different styles of monks in various eras. Maybe in the
twenty-first century , La Tourette's monks also use internet like
common people.

The official tour started in the next morning, right after
breakfast. On the fourth and fifth floors are chambers of monks; on
the third floor are the building’s(with the same level with the
eastern-side land),classrooms, library theology study rooms, and a
square prayer room with pyramid-like roof. There is a chimney-shape
skylight on the eastern side of the prayer room for monks to use in the

morning. The scale in height of the pyramid-like roof is as double as
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that of the authentic pyramid. The structure of the prayer room looks
like a cross, becoming an obvious visual focus in the monastery and
seems to express Le Corbusier's idea that “prayer of individual" is the
core of religious belief. On the western sides of the first and second
floors are dining hall and kitchen, and the rest are corridors, the
places for walking and resting, connecting each floor and the
affiliated chapel. In the corridors, windows are designed on the
courtyard  side. Le Corbusier vertically arranged thin
fabricated-concrete-plates in the perfect scale, and set glasses in
between to create rhythmic light and shadow changes. The crisscross
corridors divide the courtyard into four parts in various sizes, and the
building elevations in each part are cleverly designed to endow the
simple plan with profound layers. Furthermore, on the outdoor slope
are thin and flat colonnade, flat walls, arc-opening walls, and a spiral
stair with shooting battlements on the outer wall like southern-French
castles.

The whole monastery is built in grey concrete, with various
concrete-pouring methods, to create diverse textures. For instance,
the balconies of monks' chambers on the forth and fifth floors are
adorned with black terrazzo and concrete blocks; the pyramid-like
roof and the windows facing the courtyard on the third floor are
smoothly painted with cement; the rest parts just remain the original
faces after formworks are taken off. Some people consider
architectures as Greek temples. For Le Corbusier, concrete is granite
of the twentieth century and they are even look alike from distance.
Concrete is more pliable than rocks, and Le Corbusier's works have
almost showed all possibilities for the use of concrete.

After visiting a series spaces in the monastery, the affiliated
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chapel then was the final climax. Its main structure is a six-level high,
east-southern cuboid, whose long edge is four times long as its short
edge. At its center is the altar; on the western side were, seats for
monks; on the eastern side were seats for visitors which are added
later. It is dark inside the chapel. The walls are artless, there are no
windows, and lights only indirectly come from both sides of monks'
seats. The space expresses calmness , opposite to Ronchamp's motive
and splendid spaces. On the eastern side of the main structure, there
is an attached low space. The square preparation room, with seven
chimney-like skylights, was in the southern courtyard separated from
the chapel by a red inclining wall. Moreover, on the northern side, a
piano-shape small chapel, with three huge funnel-shape skylights
facing northeast, north and west, was attached to the monastery. Le
Corbusier painted the funnel-shape objects with white, red, and blue.
Therefore , different colors are in domination at different times, and
the monks can tell the time even without walking out. There is a low
yellow wall in the center of the small chapel. Although there are lots
of color changes in the bottom of the floor, they are all original colors,
not mixed colors. Enclosed by the grey, heavy concrete walls, the
space still expresses natural and static religious atmosphere.

From the last century, there have been a lot of modem religious
buildings in the world designed and built by famous architects, such
as Saarinen, Johnson, Aalto, Wright, and even Wagner, and Olbrich,
etc. These buildings are decorated splendid and elaborate by the
church or disciples. It seems that if they don't do so then the
solemnity of theses buildings cannot be expressed; this kind of
attitude has barely changed from the Gothic era. It was obvious that
Le Corbusier was not satisfied with that. His style is not only related
to the decorous Romanesque architectures, but also directly related to

the modern mode. The only two religious buildings designed by Le
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Corbusier are both brutal and artless to show the initial sentiment to
the religion itself [translated by Cathy Tsai & Chi-chun Liu]
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Designer : Chao chien-chuang(1971)

Project : The Institute of Earth Sciences of the Academia Sinica.

Building type : Experimentation Laboratory Building

Location : The Academia Sinica > Nangang, Taipei

Date : January 1993.

This tough site of the Institute of Earth Sciences, Academia
Sinica presents two major challenges. The first is that it is roughly
the shape of an isosceles triangle, narrow on the north side and wide
on the south. the other is the original traffic circulation patterns of
Academia Sinica must be maintained and the main entrance located on
the narrow north side. Due to the short period of time the
competition provided, it was quickly and prudently decided to utilize
on the narrow north part of the site a half-cylindrical 4-story object.
housing a larger pubic space: the 1st floor entrance lobby, the 2nd
floor conference hall, the 3rd - and 4th-floor library, and the
basement mechanical area. Moving a bit to the south, there is a
6-story building of isosceles trapezoid plan that contains research
space and experimentation laboratories. Two rectangle skylights
provide natural interior lighting. There is a roof patio for special
activities and another outdoor leisure area off the research room.

Seeking to incorporate the campus laboratory chemical waste
exhaust pipes and their supporting metal-frame structures into the
visual design, the client was consulted as to their possible routings.
At the Bl ,1st, and 2nd-floor levels, where the chemistry labs are
located, the pipe runs are enlarged to allow for maintenance. From the
3rd to the 6th floors, the pipe runs are on the outside of the building,
doubling as supports for the terraced balconies of the building.

Publication: Chinese Architect, Vol. 255
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Evening Administration and Continuing Education Building
Chung Li, Taiwan
PROJECT NAME : Evening Administration and Continuing
Education Building
LOCATION : Chung Li. Taiwan
CLIENT : Chung Yuan Christian University
ARCHITECT - C. C. Chao Architect
DESIGN CONSULTANT : Chao-ching yu, Chao-Li Kuo
CONSULTANT ARCHITECY - Y. C, Su, M. C. Hung, C. M. Li, C. F.
Chan
PROJECT ¢ Chia-Hung Chen
PROJECT TEAM : C. M. Huang, S. T. Wu, Graduate school students
participated; J .H. Chen, M. J. L1, C. F. Chun, F. S. Chang, H.
C. Lin, C. J. Has, C. C. Wen
SITE AREA : 7,732m?
FLOOR AREA : 28,360 m?
ESTIMATE COST * NT$483,520,000
DESIGN PERIOD : 1997.9-2002.5
Commencement
The two-and-a-half-year project of Chung-yuan University
Educational Center which had been steadily nurtured through
countless discussions and interactions was attended by numerous.
Even though the final outcome was unsuccessful due to the client

preferences, the entire design process was somewhat fruitful.

Pl (CEET) 38 F1 74-77  2000.07 <
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In the Fall of 1997, two professors of the Graduate School of
Architecture of Chung-yuan University, Chao-ching yu and Chao-li
Kuo, successfully accomplished an extraordinary opportunity marking
the Learning Center the first year graduate student’s design project.
For years architectural students have been lacking such opportunities
to involve in real constructional practices. If both the construction
group and students can confederate coherently, it would thus be an
incredible breakthrough.

At the commencement of the project, five practicing architects, T.
C. Su, M. C. Huang, C. F. Chang, were invited by Chung-yuan
University to tutor the studio class. Eight students were first
assembled into one group to produce associative designs. After
several discussions and presentations, three or four unique spatial
designs, which wisely occupied the circular and quadrangular form,
were selected. The selected groups were then led by Architect T .C.
Su in order to rectify the designs upon the application of the rightful
architectural requirements and practical usage.

Development

By this stage, the principal design of the project had been
transferred to my own architectural firm, but the studio tutors still
remained the weekly discussions along with the students. The original
design and modifications of architectural elements such as elevations,
entrances, central courtyard, and public spaces all had been vigilantly
discussed by both students and the practiced architects. During this
particular period, the students of Graduate School of Architecture had
been assisting in model-makings, computer animations, structural
researches of the arched roof truss and staircases at the lobby are,

which was positively beneficial and contributing for the entire design
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project.

From the summer of 1998 until the beginning of this year, the
deliberations of the spatial details were first reassigned to the future
user units(Night School and Extensional Division for In-Service and
Continuation Education), then transferred to the Administrative
Division. During several contract adjustments among accredited
architects and the Administrative Division of Chung-yuan University,
which has been dragging on for a very long time and on top of a very
limited constructional allowance, the entire project was therefore
delayed, Nevertheless, both the structural consultants and the design
party were concentrated in the production of computing calculations
of the structural system and sectional dimensions whilst the
development of the cross trusses on the roof of the conference room
in lobby area and the detailed plans and sections of classrooms which
were arranged in rivan shape.

Architectural Design and the Characteristics of the Building

The building was sited to face the main field of Chung-yuan
University, which thus makes this particular location a very important
landmark to the entire campus. The building design consists of a
four-floor front building, and nine-story rear building and two
underground levels, all were designed to interact with the Tu-Hsin
Electronic Building on the left side. The first floor has a school of
night school department; second to fifth floors are classrooms for
night schools. The sixth to ninth floors consists of an administrative
office, more classrooms and research units. The first and second
basement floors are thus conference rooms, mechanical and electrical
utilities and a car park of 204 parking spaces in total.

In planning, the rear building, which is also the main structural
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form, is formed by a 3/4 arched circular unit and a 1/4 rectangular
spatial unit. Each classroom connects one another to form a rounded
central courtyard, as well as to outline a very powerful geometrical
architectural language. Above the central courtyard, the conference
room is fitted on the elevated fifth and sixth floor. On both sides of
sun to enter the lobby. Over the conference room(7'" Floor), there is a
platform, which provide users with more public outdoor spaces. When
the concept of the double court design was brought up at the
beginning of the design development, it had been widely cheered by
the majority of designers, thus the idea id reasonably developed into
the most vital, and the most interesting part of the design.

Even though the University consents the idea that classrooms,
which are formed in fan shape, can increase the concentration of
students, the design of circular plan will thus result in poor
ventilation, insufficient lighting provision and the difficulties in
furniture arrangement. Moreover, the constructional fee would also be
augmented because of the extra usage on site setting and molding
templates, and this is currently the problem we have been trying very
hard to resolve. In order to improve the ventilation, we have formerly
placed gaps on the southeast and northwest sides of the building to
allow direct entries and exits of the hot air during summers; the hot
air trapped in the curved light well can easily be freed. The southeast
and southwest sides of the building are fixed with canopies to avoid
sun exposures and distracting reflections on classroom blackboards.
The circular staircases from first to forth floor in the central court
offers students an easier access to each floors as well as a spacious
gathering point. The three quarters of the circular form of top floor
are extended to form a complete circle for just the sake of

design.[Translated by Amy Lee]
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Promised Land Resort
WATG International, Chien-chung Chao Architect
The Promised Land Resort is the first phase to be completed in
the Promised Land Village. Situated near the entry point of the
Huatung Canyon and south of the Tunghua University, this area has
the most sumptuous underground water in Hualian County. Over a
decade ago, the founder of the Resort devoured all possession to
acquire this piece of land total of 250 acres. The future plan will

include 2-3 resorts, European Boulevards, a Theme Park, a Water Park,
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a Golf Course, and Country Retreats. The name of this development
is inspired by its English origin, the Promised Land.

The entire resort is comprised of 260 guestrooms: mostly the
15-ping Luxury Standard Room and several 27-ping Honeymoon suite
or more exclusive suites. The plan, featuring 30 individual 2-3 floor
cottages along a winding cannel (10m wide), allow each room to have
private view to the cannel. In the middle of the cannel, the 3 islands
are equipped with swimming pools, grottos, and water slides. On the
central island, there will be an addition of a small chapel to serve
local community for wedding events.

The resort is targeted as an international standard 5-Star hotel.
However, instead of lavish decoration, the design style articulates the
sense of rustic natural and handmade. The exterior of the building
shares a similar sensibility of Gaudi's style-a blend between of
Spanish and Mediterranean style. Nevertheless, Gerald Allison, the
architect-in-charge of WATG, still recognizes the style to be unique .
In spite of the fact that the cannel-side has the major view to the
landscape, the entrance-side of each cottage has superior design
architecturally. Either in the dusk or the night, the pointed towers,
arch windows, rounded corners and descending steps accentuate a
sense of elegance and delicacy against the colorful background of the
Central Mountains

In the near future , this Lagoon Cottages Hotel will be
complimented with another hotel of 500 garden view-guestrooms.
Together, they will share a major building (including reception , 3
restaurants and lounges) and a large Ballroom. Let's hope then ,
Taiwan will finally have a truly sophisticated Resort to

offer.[Translated by Simone Chen]
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CREDITS

LOCATION : Shoufeng, Hualien County, Taiwan

CLIENT : Promised Land Corp., Ltd(Founder. C. C. Liang)

ARCHITECT : WATG intenational(Principle : Gerald Allison),
Chien-chung Chao Architect

PROJECT TEAM : Ronald Van Pelt, Denise Sheriden, Thomas Fo,
Samuel Chen(USA), S. C. Xu, S. Y. Tseng(Taiwan)

CONSULTANTS : Henriksen Design Assoc.(Interior Design), Tongg,
Clarke & Mc Celvey Landscape Architects.(Landscape), C.
H. Hung Consultants Inc.(Structure Design), Union
Engineering Consultants(M/E), Green HVAC Engineering
Consultant Ltd.(HVAC), chroma33 Architectural Lighting
Design(Lighting Design)

CONTRACTORS * RSEA Engineering Corporation

STRUCTURE * RC structure

SITE AREA : 104,495m?

GROSS FLOOR AREA : 21,790 m?

COST : NTD21Bi1llions(Including architecture, roads, bridges,

cannels and landscape works)
DESIGN PERIOD : 1998/7-2000/2
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD : 2000/1-2002/7
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CLIENT : Chung Yuan Christian University

LOCATION : No.22 Chung-Pai Road, Chung-Li City, Taiwan

PRINCIPAL USES: Offices, Classrooms, computer center, center for
continuing education

ARCHITECT : Chien-Chung Chao Architect

ENGINEERS : Chia-Hung Chen, Chi-Hau Chen, Ching-Meng Huang

STRUCTURAL CONSULTANT : Chen-Kuen Wu Structural

MEP CONSULTANT : IDEE Engineering Consulting CO.

HVAC CONSULTANT : Green HVAC & R. Engineering Consulting

113



e PO e 2.8

Ltd.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN : Chien-Chung Chao Architect

SITE AREA : Approximately 5000m?

BUILDING AREA : 24,297.6 m?

COST + NTD 259,800,000

DESIGN PERIOD : 2001.09-2002.12

CONSTRUCTION PERIOD : 2002.12-2004.09

Ongoing Education : Evening Administration and Continuing

Building Chung Yuan Christian University

Chien-Chung Chao Architect

Design Background

The project started in the fall of 1997. The original design
included a cylindrical body(please for to Dialogue issue N0.38); but
it was discarded due to the school’s decision to keep Medical
Engineering Building in front of it. Therefore, the actual site area was
reduced 2/3 of the original design upon completion.

Building Usage

A reinforce concrete building consists of nine floors above
ground and one floor under and with a total floor area of 24,300m".
Parking and mechanical room are located on the erground level, level
one through eight are being used for classrooms, computer rooms,
administrative quarters; level nine is reserved for the center of
education promotion. The building is comprised of three stepped
classrooms, 18 large-sized classrooms, 17 medium-sized classrooms,
and 25 small-sized classrooms.

Design Features

The completed, the school can expect an approximately 1/3

increase of classrooms. Key design features of the building are
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described below.

Because the administration building(future Medical Engineering
Building) is left untouched, primary entrance to the school is through
two walkways on either side of the administration building and
around it.

The semi-elliptical shaped staircase is located at the atrium. As
the principle vertical circulation of the building, it extends to level
six and provides views of the activities taking place each level.

The order to maintain easy access for students and teachers on
the lower levels, two sets airs are located on both side of the atrium,
enhancing interaction between floors and ring abundant access in case
of emergency.

This requested by the school an activity room is available on
every other floor in front of elevator, providing students and teachers
a place to rest and to conduct after-class thing programs.

The oversized restroom is available on each floor on the
southwest corner of the building easy and safe access for students

with physical disabilities.[Translated by Frank Chang]
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