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they gained earlier, and read for information So far, we have touched on the attitudes,

insight, understanding, enjoyment, and escape.

Many of us say that we would read more if
we only had time. My fecling is.that we generally
find time for the things that we want to do
most. And a simple beginning is to read fiftcen
minutes more cach day beyond what you do now.
Horace Mann, an Americsn educator said “Re-
solve to edge in a little reading every day, if it
is but a single sentence. 1f you gain fifteen
minutes a day, it will make itself felt at the end
of a year”. We think that fifteen minutes is such
a little time and that we will wait until we have
lots of free time-which never comes as we grow
older. One of the wisest men 1 know, a former
librarian at the University of Nanking, makes a
practice of spending fifteen minutes each day
with a great author. You figure out the hours
that he gained over a period of twenty years. He

was a busy person with a_library to supervise,

professional literature to read, but he covered
such titles as War and Peace, The Viking Book
of Poetry, The Odessey in those brief periods.
His mind was refreshed by this contact with
great writers and the daily work was made ea-
sier. Most of the people 1 know grew up with
daily Bible reading-in my youth, my Mother
always read aloud to us each evening, and we
continue the practice. We gain spiritual strength
for our religious life, enjoy the beautiful expres-
- sion of thought, and learn more about a philo-
sophy that is so important in our heritage.

Three hundred and sixty years ago, Francis'

Bacon said “Some books are to be tasted, others
are to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed
and digested”. 1t is a good rule for today
becavse there are different kinds of books, meant
to be used for different purposes. l imagine that

you swallow most of your books in hopes that

they will be preserved whole for exams. There
are so many bocks that we can’t absorb even a

~small portion of them so we have to learn to

glance quickly through some of them, selecting

the information we want, but not spending too,

much time on them. We also want to digest the
best thought of thc ages so that it becomes a
part of us. 1t takes practice and intelligence to
know when to follow Bacon’s rules, but it is a
great help to be able to control our powers of
reading. As Virginia Woolf says, we don’t want
to water half the house in order to water a
single rosebush. :

purposes, and values of realing. For the rest of

the time, let us consider ways in which to get

the widest and decpest pleasure from what we

read. 1 mean the kind of reading in which we

open our minds to the author and enter the world

that he has created for us, and then us: our own

imagination to add to what the author has

countributed. 1 have often counsaledl American
students to choose an author and stick with him.

Take time and care in choosing your author,

find one who becomes a friend, whose life
attracts you, who writes about things that
interest you. When you have found such a person,

begin to make his acquaintance just as you

would that of a human friend. Your friendships

grow as you know another person better, you

talk to each other, you think about each other.

Somtimes you make a mistake in choosing a

friend and sometimes it is hard to find the right
aunthor. Shakespeare is a difficult one because he:
is like a crowd of friends. Let us say that you
choose Dickens. You could live with him for a
long time before you exhausted all his novels.

Then you would want to know what others
thought about him and read biographies: A
history term paper could be written about England

in the time of Dickers, a sociology paper could

be written on the social reforms that he struggled

for, a drama paper could be written about
Dickens and the stage. I don’t know how you
could carry your author into different classes
here at Tunghal, butl do know that if you find

a favorite authqr, and associate with him or her
closely, you will be well rewarded.

And as you read your author, use your
imagination as you follow his lines, picture the
scene, the costumes) the emotions so that it
comes alive. 1 am so delighted that reading
aloud has come back into favor and wish that 1.
could see the televsion programs this year tin
which prominent Americans like Mrs. Roosevelts
Adlai Stevenson, and Eva Le Galliene are reading
favorite stories. 1 hope  that some of you may
find time to read some Chinese poetry to me
while 1 am here.

" Of course reading does not cover the whole
of the development of a well-rounded individual,
but for intellectual growth, books are the great
tools. : :
X EBER 2 AN » R BRI TATINS
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THE Art of’ Readmg

By Roy Land

1t is most kind of you to allow me to talk
on my favorite subject, reading, but 1 am not
surprised because 1 have been surrounded with
kindness ever since 1 arrived on your campus.

Perhaps you have already developed such
good reading habits that you don’t need to think
about the subject any longer, but if so, you are
a very unusual group of students. To read well
is a difficult art which few of us ever acquire.
1t is often hard, intellectual labor for the ma-
jority and only a pleasure for a small minority.
The definition of reading in this sense goes
beyond the simple recognition of words on a
page and means that the reader grasps the idea
that the author presents and then translates the
idea into the reader’s own knowledge, As the
world becomes more complex, reading and writ-
ing become more necessary, more fundamental
to communication between the peoples of the
world. 1 firmly believe that to form the habit of
Teading well is on of the most valuable lessons
that can be learned in college. And it is this
belief that leads me to dedicate my interests to
the mixing of people and books« tc recommend-
ing, encouraging, and making available the best
in books.

Americans educators and 11brar1ans are grea-
tly concerned over the fact that we are not a
reading nation. Two years ago, a survey was
made in the United States, Gngland, Western
Germany, Australia, and. Canada on the subject
of reading. A sampling of people from each
country were asked if they were reading a bookx
at the time the survey was made. Of the English,
fifty-five percent said “Yes”, of the West Ger-
mars, fofty-five percent said “Yes”, Australians
answered to thirty-three percent and Canadans,
thirty-one percent. Only seventeen percent of the
Americans were reading a book at the time. Much
discussion about the fact thatelementary school
children could not read adequately was provoked
by the publication of a book called Why Johnny
can’t read? and the schools are now taking steps
to try to remedy the situation. Classes in reme-
dial reading are urged for high school and college
students who are not able to read easily so that

thef’ can improve and speed up their reading
skills . )

"

National Library Week was started three
years ago by the National Book Committee ang
the American Library Association in order to
emphasize the value of reading. Thousands of
librarians, booksellers, educators, ministers,
radio and TV, the press, and the government
worked together fo convince the public that
reading and education are tied together and that
education is essential fora democracy. We spread
our slogan “*Wake up and read” across the coun-
try. In my town, we had thousands of cards
with this slogan printed and scattered them over
the city frem an airplane. At least, the garbage
collectors knew that we were at work. We want
people to realize that reading is forever. To be
worth anything, it must be a lifetime _affair.
The jod is to awaken men and women to some-
thing they have been missing and to make

them reach out for better writing, better thinking,
better living.

One of the reasons for so little reading in
America is the attitude that reading is a waste
of time and that the person ought to be “doing
something” I often heard when 1 was young “She
doesn’t do anything but sit with her nose in a
book”. 1 am sure my Mother thought that when
she tried to get me to wash the dishes. She was
not oppesed to the reading, but she thought that
1 was not careful about what 1 read. 1 may sound
as if 1 think that all reading is good just because
it’s reading. But that is not true because much
of what is printed now or in the past is trivial.
When we first learn to read, it is good to read

‘'whatever interests us. 1t might kill our love of

reading if someone constantly said that we ought
to read certain boooks because they were good
for us. But by the time we reach college years,
we should have more critical sensa in the selec

tion of reading. Our  training and habits should
give us a taste for the best.

People read for many reasons. ln their early
years, it usually is assigned work, done at the
request of tcachers for particular classes. Many
students try to do only the smallest amount
possible in order to pass; others become interes-
ted in an avthor or subject and want to know
as much about them as possible. In middle and
later yedrs, people build on the knowledge that
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